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City University of New York 

Ph.D. Program in Anthropology 

 

Anthropology 71900   Spring 2016 
 

Critical Agrarian Studies  

 

Marc Edelman  
 

Tels. 212 817-8008 (GC) or 212 772-5659 

(Hunter) medelman@hunter.cuny.edu  

 

Office hours: Tues. and Thurs. 11:35-12:30 

(GC, room 6402.08),  Tues. 3:30-5:30 (Hunter, 

room 706 North), or by appointment 

   

 

THE OBJECTIVES of this seminar are: (1) to provide participants a thorough grounding in some of the 

main debates in critical agrarian studies and a deepened appreciation for the connections between 

agriculture, trade, environment, climate, food, energy, water, health, technology, property, conflicts, 

governance, livelihoods, and rights; and (2) to develop and/or advance research projects with a focus on 

rural or rural-urban aspects of any of these or related issues.  

 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EXPLANATIONS FOR THE REQUIREMENTS:  

 

(1) Active and informed participation in class discussions of assigned readings and other participants’ 

research projects. What you learn in this course (and your grade) will depend significantly on how deeply 

you engage with the material and with the other people in the course. If you are extremely shy or inhibited 

(as many of us are or once were), use this seminar as an opportunity to get over it, because it will only 

hold you back. Anthropologists need to be able to interact with people as part of their fieldwork and in 

academic and other professional settings. If you are not shy, it is very important that you contribute to 

creating a supportive environment for those who might be. 

(2) A statement (one page) about a planned research project for the course, to be submitted via email 

no later than (and preferably before) March 15. Include a preliminary list of sources. The best research 

and writing have long gestation periods. You probably can’t produce a really good paper at the last 

minute. It is important that you begin thinking about a term paper topic early in the semester, that you 

discuss it with the instructor and with your classmates, and that you begin the research and writing well 

before the end-of-semester crunch. 

(3) An oral presentation of approximately 30 minutes that outlines the approach and/or the main 

findings of the research for the course paper (presenters may assign a rough draft of their paper or other 

material in advance of the meeting). This will occur toward the end of the semester and is an opportunity 

to share with the rest of the group what you have been doing and to get feedback and suggestions. I 

understand that presentations will be of works-in-progress, not polished texts. This means that the 

findings may still be tentative and that some aspects of the planned paper may not be fully fleshed out. 

That is expected and perfectly okay. 

And (4) a written course paper due at the end of the semester (by May 24). Writing and publishing 

excellent, original papers is the key to advancement in academia. Many (not all) term papers in Graduate 

Center courses are publishable, even if the authors don’t always try to publish them. I always recommend 

that doctoral students publish something before they obtain the PhD. How else in this lousy job market 

can they obtain a full-time position or a post-doc? (See Lennard Davis’s article and Wendy Belcher’s 

book, listed below, on this). As much as possible, term papers should be of professional quality in every 

sense. They should analyze a significant problem, be well organized, carefully proofread, and—
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hopefully— of publishable quality and exciting to read. I prefer lucid prose to academic “thick writing” 

and data-based arguments to unsupported assertions (this can be helpful in grant proposals too). Length is 

less important than content and clarity. Any system of citation (AAA, APA, Chicago, etc.) is fine, as long 

as it is used consistently. I welcome papers that express views or that use approaches different than my 

own. Late papers will be accepted only under unusual circumstances. Papers must be submitted as Word 

(not pdf) email attachments. This will facilitate commenting and editing. 

 

Assigned articles will be available either through hyperlinks in this syllabus or on the Blackboard site. 

Shakespeare’s bookstore on Lexington Avenue (between 68 and 69 Streets) has ordered the books. 

 

We will read the following BOOKS, as well as articles and other documents listed in the schedule below: 

 

Edelman, Marc, and Saturnino M. Borras, Jr. 2016. Political dynamics of transnational agrarian 

movements. Halifax, NS: Fernwood. 

 

Hetherington, Kregg. 2011. Guerrilla auditors: The politics of transparency in neoliberal Paraguay. 

Durham, NC: Duke University Press. 

 

Moore, Barrington. 1966. Social origins of dictatorship and democracy: lord and peasant in the making 

of the modern world. Boston: Beacon Press. 

 

O’Brien, Kevin J., and Lianjiang Li. 2006. Rightful resistance in rural China. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 

Scott, James C. 2011. The art of not being governed: an anarchist history of upland Southeast Asia. New 

Haven: Yale University Press. 

 

Recommended books 
 

Belcher, Wendy Laura. 2009. Writing Your Journal Article in 12 Weeks: A Guide to Academic Publishing 

Success. Thousand Oaks, Calif: SAGE Publications. 

 

Lanham, Richard A. 2007. Revising Prose. 5th ed. New York: Pearson Longman. 

 

Zinsser, William. 2006. On Writing Well: The Classic Guide to Writing Nonfiction. 30th anniversary ed., 

7th ed., rev. and updated. New York: HarperCollins. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE AND READINGS 

 

Tues. Feb. 2: Introduction and discussion of “the agrarian question” 

 

 

Tues. Feb. 9: NO CLASS; CUNY IS ON A FRIDAY SCHEDULE 

 

Tues. Feb. 16: Agrarian classes and sociopolitical outcomes 

 

Moore, Social origins of dictatorship and democracy, read pp. xi-xix, 413-508 AND AT LEAST ONE 

CHAPTER EACH FROM PART ONE AND PART TWO. 
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Tues. Feb. 23: The differentiation debate and its consequences  

 

Akram-Lodhi, A. Haroon, and Cristóbal Kay. 2010a. “Surveying the Agrarian Question (part 1): 

Unearthing Foundations, Exploring Diversity.” Journal of Peasant Studies 37 (1): 177–202.  
 

———. 2010b. “Surveying the Agrarian Question (part 2): Current Debates and beyond.” Journal of 

Peasant Studies 37 (2): 255–84.  

 

Lenin, V.I. 1972 [1899]. “The Differentiation of the Peasantry.” In V.I. Lenin, The development of 

capitalism in Russia, Collected Works Vol. 3, pp. 70-85, 172-187. Moscow: Progress Publishers. 

Shanin, Teodor. 2009. “Chayanov’s treble death and tenuous resurrection: an essay about understanding, 

about roots of plausibility and about rural Russia.” Journal of Peasant Studies 36(1): 83-101. 

Thorner, Daniel. 1986. “Chayanov’s Concept of Peasant Economy.”  In A.V. Chayanov, The Theory of 

Peasant Economy, pp. xi-xxiii. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. 

 

 

Tues. March 1: After the biggest peasant revolution of the twentieth century  

 

O’Brien, Kevin J., and Lianjiang Li. 2006. Rightful resistance in rural China. Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press. 

 

 

Tues. March 8: Agrarian reform debates, then and now 
 

Thiesenhusen, William C. 1995. “Land reform lives!” European Journal of Development Research 

7(1):193-209. 

 

Kay, Cristóbal. 2002. “Why East Asia overtook Latin America: agrarian reform, industrialisation and 

development.” Third World Quarterly 23(6):1073-1102. 

Deere, Carmen Diana, and Magdalena León. 2001. “Who owns the land? Gender and land-titling 

programmes in Latin America.” Journal of Agrarian Change 1(3): 440-467.  

Lahiff, Edward, Saturnino M. Borras Jr., and Cristóbal Kay. 2007. “Market-led agrarian reform: policies, 

performance and prospects.” Third World Quarterly 28(7): 1417-1436. 

 

 

Tues. March 15: An anti-state perspective 

ONE-PAGE PAPER PROPOSAL DUE 

 

Scott, The art of not being governed, entire book.  

 

 

 

 

  

 

http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1899/dcr8ii/ii8i.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/lenin/works/1899/dcr8ii/ii8xiii.htm
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03066150902820420
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03066150902820420
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Tues. March 22: Intensification of dispossession: land, seeds, water, universities’ complicity 

 

Borras, Saturnino M. Jr., and Jennifer C. Franco. 2012. “Global land grabbing and trajectories of agrarian 

change: a preliminary analysis.” Journal of Agrarian Change 12(1): 34-59. 

 

Hall, Derek. 2013. “Primitive accumulation, accumulation by dispossession and the global land grab.” 

Third World Quarterly 34 (9): 1582–1604.  
 

Corson, Catherine, and Kenneth Iain MacDonald. 2012. “Enclosing the global commons: The Convention 

on Biological Diversity and green grabbing.” Journal of Peasant Studies 39 (2): 263–83. 

 

Dauvergne, Peter, and Kate J. Neville. 2009. “The Changing North–South and South–South Political 

Economy of Biofuels.” Third World Quarterly 30 (6): 1087–1102. 

 

Edelman, Marc. 2013. “Messy hectares: questions about the epistemology of land grabbing data.” Journal 

of Peasant Studies 40 (3): 485–501. 

 

Demeulenaere, Elise. 2012. “Reclaiming the seeds, becoming ‘peasants’: On-farm agrobiodiversity 

conservation and the making of farmers’ collective identity.” In Fields and Forests: Ethnographic 

Perspectives on Environmental Globalization, edited by Ursula Münster, Daniel Münster, and Stefan 

Dorondel, 59–66. Munich: Rachel Carson Center. http://www.carsoncenter.uni-

muenchen.de/download/publications/perspectives/2012_perspectives/1205_fences_web_color.pdf 

 

Howard, Philip H. 2009. “Visualizing consolidation in the global seed industry: 1996–2008.” 

Sustainability 1 (4): 1266–87. 
 

Kloppenburg, Jack R. 2010. “Impeding dispossession, enabling repossession: Biological open source and 

the recovery of seed sovereignty.” Journal of Agrarian Change 10 (3): 367–88. 
 

Kuntz, Marcel. 2012. “Destruction of public and governmental experiments of GMO in Europe.” GM 

Crops & Food 3 (4): 258–64.  
 

Franco, Jennifer, Lyla Mehta, and Gert Jan Veldwisch. 2013. “The global politics of water grabbing.” 

Third World Quarterly 34 (9): 1651–75.  

 

Vidal, John, and Claire Provost. 2011. “US universities in Africa ‘land grab.’” The Guardian, 8 June. 

http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/us-universities-africa-land-grab-0  

 

Rede Social, GRAIN, Inter Pares, and Solidarity Sweden-Latin America. 2015. “Foreign pension funds 

and land grabbing in Brazil.” Barcelona: GRAIN. https://www.grain.org/article/entries/5336-foreign-

pension-funds-and-land-grabbing-in-brazil.pdf  

 

 

 

Tues. March 29: Food regimes and industrial agriculture versus agroecology  

McMichael, Philip. 2009. “A food regime genealogy.” Journal of Peasant Studies 36 (1) (January): 139-

169. 
 

Pritchard, Bill. 2009. “The Long Hangover from the Second Food Regime: A World-Historical 

Interpretation of the Collapse of the WTO Doha Round.” Agriculture and Human Values 26 (4): 297–

307. 

http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/download/publications/perspectives/2012_perspectives/1205_fences_web_color.pdf
http://www.carsoncenter.uni-muenchen.de/download/publications/perspectives/2012_perspectives/1205_fences_web_color.pdf
http://www.oaklandinstitute.org/us-universities-africa-land-grab-0
https://www.grain.org/article/entries/5336-foreign-pension-funds-and-land-grabbing-in-brazil.pdf
https://www.grain.org/article/entries/5336-foreign-pension-funds-and-land-grabbing-in-brazil.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/pdf/10.1080/03066150902820354
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Holt-Giménez, Eric, and Annie Shattuck. 2011. “Food crises, food regimes and food movements: 

rumblings of reform or tieds of transformation?” Journal of Peasant Studies 38(1): 109-144. 

 

Winders, Bill. 2009. “The vanishing free market: the formation and spread of the British and US food 

regimes.” Journal of Agrarian Change 9(3): 315-344. 

 

Weis, Tony. 2010. “The accelerating biophysical contradictions of industrial capitalist agriculture.” 

Journal of Agrarian Change 10(3): 315-341. 

 

Altieri, Miguel A., and Víctor Manuel Toldeo. 2011. “The agroecological revolution in Latin America: 

rescuing nature, ensuring food sovereignty and empowering peasants.” Journal of Peasant Studies 38(3): 

587-612. 

 

 

Tues. Apr. 5: Liberalization of the agricultural sector 

 

Boas, Taylor C., and Jordan Gans-Morse. 2009. “Neoliberalism: from new liberal philosophy to anti-

liberal slogan.” Studies in Comparative International Development 44 (2): 137-161. 

 

Bockman, Johanna. 2007. “The origins of neoliberalism between Soviet socialism and Western 

capitalism: ‘A galaxy without borders’.” Theory and Society 36 (4) (July): 343-371. 

 

Chang, Ha-Joon. 2009. “Rethinking public policy in agriculture: lessons from history, distant and recent.” 

Journal of Peasant Studies 36 (3) (July): 477-515. 

 

Deere, Carmen Diana. 2005. The feminization of agriculture? Economic restructuring in rural Latin 

America. Occasional Paper 1. Geneva: UN Research Institute on Social Development. 

 

 

Tues. Apr. 12: Contemporary peasant and farmer movements 

 

Edelman and Borras, Political Dynamics of Transnational Agrarian Movements, entire book.  

 

Tues. Apr. 19: Peasants in the archives 

Hetherington, Guerrilla Auditors, entire book. 

Tues. Apr. 26: NO CLASS. SPRING BREAK. 

Tues. May 3:  Student presentations 

 

Tues. May 10: Student presentations 

 

Tues. May 17: NO CLASS 

 

Tues. May 24  MAKE-UP CLASS Student presentations 

COURSE PAPERS DUE by 12 noon (via email submission)  
 

http://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/8b18431d756b708580256b6400399775/20024ebc6ab9da45c1256fe10045b101/$FILE/OPGP1.pdf
http://www.unrisd.org/unrisd/website/document.nsf/8b18431d756b708580256b6400399775/20024ebc6ab9da45c1256fe10045b101/$FILE/OPGP1.pdf

